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Haerfest Issue

Summer draws to a reluctant close in our fair kingdom, and with the downward creeping temperatures comes
a bountiful amount of activity; many events both this and next month. Here in the Barony of Grey Niche we
prepare for our fall event that actually ndures a new rop; see the flyer for Samhain: The Next Generation in
this issue.

Also in this issue, two articles for the benefit of the next generation of our fair barony. Let memorable filks
teach our young the greatness of Greyniche. Let the greennomkng newbies, whether they havieeen to
only one event, or have attendedozers, grow in their knowledge of our fine history by reading a classic
article on heraldry from one of the pillars of our group.

With respect, and a sense of wonder at what thetdire holds, we move forward.

This is the End of Summer 2013 issue of the Clouded Issue, a publication of the Barony of Grey Niche of the Society of Creati
Anachronism, In. (SCA, IncThe Clouded Issue is available from Clara S. Bblwarll at 458 Monaco, #Bvlemphis, TN 38117.

It is not a corporate publication tfie SCA, Inc., and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. Copyright © 2013 Society for Creative
Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork froqpubiigation, please contact the

Chronicler, who will assist youdontacting the origial creator of the piecé?lease respedhe legal rights of our contributorsAll
content is used by permission from the officer, artist, or author. PermissRublsh form available upon request.
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Policy Chat Moves to Action

The interested parties helping in Baronial Policy review have met, made their
suggestions, and now there is only a brief wait while Kingdom takes a look. In the
FILES section of the Grey Niche Yahoo group. (visit
enter

meantime, see updates in the
Yahoo Groups and
Greyniche groups).

the search terms o0Grley N

Lord Vincenzo Trania
07/27/13

Filking
Academy of Performing Arts

Introduction | History.

Picture this: A man standing at the gunwales of a
ship watching the navel bombardment of his
home port. All night long the fleet pummels the
port, volley after volley. The man is captured late
in the evening after a night of drinking, and
stands by with tears in his heart, an emaotional
wreck, knowing that no fortification built by man
can withstand that punishment rour upon hour.
Eventually, inevitably, the sun rises behind him as
the fog of the bay and the clouds of gunpowder
clear in the morning light. Unbelievably, over the
rubble that once were ramparts of the ports guns
STILL stands, tattered but waving defiatty, his
flag. The enemy has NOT vanquished the port and
the brave men of the fort still offer their
resistance. The man is overcome with emotion
and writes a poem at that very moment to
express his pride and admiration of the ports

by trade and not a professional musician, was
Francis Scott Key and we know this song/poem
0i AA OEA O30A0 3PATCIAA "

Now | am not saying that this was the first filk

Songs have changed words since before anyone

put a name to the practice. Who but a lucky few

can remember all the words of a song the first

time you hear it sung? In an illiterate society,

songs were passed around only by being heard

(and mis-heard), repeated (and misrepeated)

and morphed and changed accordingly. Not all

filking would even be deliberate if we consider

those unintentional changes.

&O01 1 OEA #EOEOOI AOG AAOIT O
EEI EAA £OT T O' OAAT 01 AGAGe
parodies today, filking has a LONG standing

tradition in popular music. Some examples may

surprlse you; a German Naval song became the

O0AT UAO +1 0PO 311 Co i I AAA .

AT T 1T AT AAOGBOAT AODDA @& AOE Offofd héBatleofthe Bulge Movie), the civil wa

night.

And THAT ladies and gentleman is the first filk
you ever knew by heart. The author penned it to
the melody of an English drinking song still fresh
in his mind from the nights partying the

Al AOOEA O! BDOA M& Ao AAA
4 AT ADOOKR 3AOA OEA 106AA
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The word Filk was first widely used in the mid
vmdOn AT A &EOi i O O0AASG ) O

O!'1 AAOATT OEA 31 1Q@#41 T O Al Qindedsdn), 1935 is Ar€dited as the very first year
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the word was used. As to why you too migh



trust my source, Karen Anderson credits herself
as one of the founders of the SCA and as the first
+1T T xTA 71 01 A (AOAI A8
appearance in print can be traced to the article
Q\n Egocentric and Convoluted History of Early
O & E | [Filkingdhy Aee Gold.

O04EA AOI POEO OO0OT AA 1 Q@p

LA area fan who had died shortly before |
entered fandom. Back in the 50s, he'd
submitted an essay to SAPgectator
Amateur Press Society) entitled "The
Influence of Science Fiction on Modern
American Folk Music" about supposed
science fiction incidents in folk song,
which was a straightfaced analysis of a
number of thoroughly filthy "dirty songs,"
taking various metaphors in them as if
they were meant literally.

Wrai Ballard, the Official Edior of SAPS,
rejected the essay on the grounds that the
songs would get the APA in trouble with

the Post Office, by violating the laws
against mailing pornography ( this WAS
AEOGAO All OEA uvmdoOQh
Lee's title had an interesting typo: HLK
SONG. He told his friends about it. And he
EAA A 1160

And that is a little on the modern history of filking
and WHY it is of importance to the SCAdian way
of life. As the early SCAdian is/was mostly a
gamer Scifi geek, it was a skill broght over to
the SCA from their other Con activities.

Content. Quite a few period songs have a very
sexual, bawdy content. In Con filks body waste
humor is rampant. Today the social pendulum is
OxET CET ¢C AAAE Ol
that swayyou - write /sing what you want, but

realize it may not be received in the spirit you
created it.

There are as many ways to filk as there are songs

to sing. You can go out and find period

i OOEA81 AAT OET 001 U 1 EOOAI
and over until the Muse hits you, or you can use

I £ EOEAT AOS
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later period and even modern songs that fit the
SCA music style.

4] gréfer usingdntdowelkBoy Gddgs of modern

origin. Why lesserknown tunes? A well know
tune will unconsciously invoke in the mind the
words of the original song. Case in point; when
listenin to any erformapce of a song.frgm the

5 OOKA | *-hellin®Rdnd A ET O
click, even when Ilstenlng to the song on CD or in
a live performance. The original words are
inescapably etched into our memaies, and will
Al i pPAOA xEOE OEA £EEIE
when a filk comes into my head while listening to
one of my esoteric singer/songwriters, | am fairly
OO00OA ) AT160 EAOA OI £EECEO
library. Which adds the same problem with
period popular songs that stand the test of time;
EVERYONE knows the original words.
Note: another reason NOT to filk popular songs is
the draconian measures the big recording
AT i bATEAO POO ET O &ET OAIl I
pursuits, even tho parodies, in theoryare legally
pOoi OAAOGAA &EOI I OEA Al OPT OA
avoid this problem altogether by singing from
the indie song writer. and.| do ALWAYS (as should
@ch)%lvézf I cr@dﬁt’ﬁ thé s'on(a @M

Style. The aspiring filk writer has many choices
Gere as well. Some great filks only change a word
or two here and there. The story remains
essentially the same, with tweaks to make it fit

the SCA lifestyle. My friend Falstaff has a filk
based on a Tom Petty song that is a good example
of this style. Nowtry to listen to this without
hearing the original words (and find the few

words he changed to fit into the SCA lifestyle)

x OE O.

O0)6606 "I TA 41 "A +EI
© Tom Petty, extra lyric by Falstaff
Em Em Am D Em 7 4 2
0o Ic8 $1 180 1AC
Em Am
It's good to beking, if just for a while
D Em

To be there in velvet, yeah to give 'em a smile

© |ts g@dw:dﬁ) Il\Q Adhérﬁl Qé:a a'de crO\lvnOA O
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It's good to be king of your own little town

A D G
Yeah the world would swing oh if | were king
CGD CGEm A Asus A
Can | help it if I...still dream time to time
It's good to be king and have your own way
Get a feeling of peace at the end of the day
And when your bulldog barks and your canary
sings
You're out there with winners, it's good to be king
Yeah, I'll be king when dogs get wings
Can | help it if | still dream time to time
It's good to be king and have your own world
It helps to make friendst's good to meet girls
A sweet little queen, who won't run away
It's good to be king, whatever it paygno riff)
CGD
Excuse me if |
CGD
Have some place in my mind
CGEmM
Where | go time to time
A Asus A Asus A Asus A
Em Am D Em Em Am D Em

RS - Fi~0. . OE WaAMI - A5Ul.0

letters over the lyrics are chords. | Love having
them as it allows me to bang on my keyboards to
try to accompany myself. The key may need to be
BEANL. C AR A QSR AT
our voices, but the progression will stay the same.

Here is a Filk that | have written based on

2EAEAOA 4EIT I DBPOITTO O6ET AA
EA

pwuco68 4EEO AEEI E Al Ol
song together. | just changed the subject to a
percheron (awar horse) tweaked it to period
references. But the love story of the song | left the
same.) T 1T U [T ETA
love story.
Percheron War Shoed
"AOAA 11

O6ET AAT O "1 AAE

OEA
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4EAO6O0 A xAO OEIT A O0AOAEAOI

'TA )80A OAAT UuUT O AO OEA i
red hair and eyes of heather my favorit®lor
schemes
and he pulled her on behind
and down to Boxhill they did ride
Oh said James to Red Molly
(AOABO A OEI C A0 Wi 60
800, bk BN ANINT - U EINEAAO .
&1 O )YB8OA &I OCEO OCAET 06 €
)y 6 OA EEI I AdmakeMany ouAQueeAl O
' TA Tix )8i ou UAAOO AU
'TA ) Ai160 T ETA AUET C AA

And if fate should break my stride
Then | give you my percheron to ride
Come Down come down Red Molly
Cried Angus McCrea
For they ambushed James Agee
During armed robbery
Musket blast hit his chest left nothing inside
Oh come down Red Molly to his dying side
When she came to the roadside there wasnt much
left
He was running out of rope
he was running out of breath
But he smiled to see her cry
O ABA&EA ERBAhRCEBA EBRDAEEO O
Said James to in my opinion
OEAOAGO 11 OEEI C EI
beats a war shod percheron and a red headed girl

OEE

Aih T 8 O EMNod MorgaisA Clyddsilalks abdAEaBidhs wont do

&1 O OEAU AiT1860 EAOGA A O Ol
shoed

Andhe reached out his hands and slipped her the

O "1 AAE |, E@E OAT El C

)
APDO GEMEAAAGEMR G401 OEDAOE AGE 2O

| see angels and chariots riding heather and foam
Racing down from heaven to carry me home
And he gave her one last kiss and died

xEU AEAl CA EO ahdhd gaveer BiplrdnérondodideC E A

Now in this song | kept just the story, changed the

2EAEAOA 4 EIT tinke@édribdéamd the conveyance, made James a
, E C E O ApatEok f@r Mary) Queea of Scots, not an outlaw

Said Red Molly to Jam&E AO8 O A AET A biked Other thah that, (hE fodg stayed the same. |

A girl could feel special on any such like
Said James to Red Molly my Helms off to you

posted this on the bardic page on facebook for
suggestions and was told by one bard she wrote



a much similar version to this song. A few years
ago, but never performed or published it. Well to
that | say, the level of genius is proportional to
how much one agrees with you.

Enhancing the Performance. If you can play a
period instrument, or guitar, so much the better;
use it when you perform. If not sing A Capella .
But one thing: Practice, Practice,

Practice. Consider joining the SCA Bardic page on
Facebook. | have, and have found MANY great
threads, one ofwhich decried the lack of respect
given new bards and filkers. The biggest
complaint | saw, in the thread, was the
unprofessional preparation the filker has done
(or not done). When | think back to the lackluster
receptions | have at times received, that as most
likely the culprit.

Somewhere on YoutTube is a video of a song |
finished writing hours before a competition. The
song itself is a good one, a hymn to our kingdom,
"AOAA 11 OEA , AOWaks M5OI |
performance was a debacle, | was horrible. | wish
| could delete it. But I still look at it from time to
time to remind me PRACTICE! Please remember
going into a performance with a song sheet,
finishing a filk hours before a performance,
expeci C A DEOAE DAOEAAO OAI
going to happen. Know your materiel. Not only

will the confidence (or lack thereof) be sensed by

the audience, but you will be a lot less nervous

AT A UT 60 OT EAA xEIl AA 0O¢
of your song.

Okay, since we are speaking about performance
here, let me say that what we do takes bravery.
We sweat, agonize, and nurture our creations.
Eking out of our psyches, a song. Then we get up
stand in front of a discerning audience of friends
and strangers, and pur out our heart and soul.

10AEET ¢ ET Ui 60 AiTT 00 UAC
songs, practice and perform them FOR MY

%' /| j OEAOA ) OAEA EOQ EOG
YOU CANT HAVE IT. If you could have it YOU

xI 01 A AR Ob EAOA8 4EAO0BH0
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fright.  mean go out there and OWN the y .
OOACABEOBO Ui 60O A& O OEAO

Now back to Filking. Another way | filk is | hear a

pO1T ET A | EOnksdngd AKE 10@ EEOHR

2 A OA2°T T Al - AsAchr S 0-ATHT OEA-  2LAT A4
based onan assignation that happeaed at
Pennsic one year. | used that chorus in the song
i O4EEOA 2A0A 211 A1 AAo
samples to show of this one; | lost it when my
hard drive crashed. Which reminds me: please,
please, please make hard copies of all your stuff.
You neverknow when the digital world will
hiccup.

AU

Okay here is one | wrote using just the chorus as
original, and even that only uses the operative
phrase.

o./ ! ." %,

+ ./

47 OEA OOT A 1 &

By Slaid Cleves

| am a Liege Man A son of Kane
Chose this EAZA AOAAT U .1 11
Thinkin bout the consequence of this road | chose
Now | know what no angel knows

She was no angel a woman of the world

)y OEI OCEO )G6A 1 AAOI
3EA AOiI OCEO O EAO
Now | know what no angel knws

AOT |
EAC
OA
No angel knows the feel of steel on flesh
No angel knows the bloody taste of death

No angel knows the feel of chastened lips
Now | know what no angel knows

A mercenary, | know no shame
I xT T AT 11T 06AO0 1T AR 11
Travel this world forever only gds will tell
Now | know what know angel knows

o]

We traveled the oceans we marched the shore

4EA ETTA ) xAO Ai Oof EI )
Gave my life over for gold and fame
1o ETTx 8.7Tx ) ETI
ERIF X ) A A A X CVULE VUUALVA
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No Angel knows the hate of a strangers heart AOAAE OAI
No angel knows the skdder of life in your hands and tonight | will drink the mead kg dry
No angel knows the hopelessness of war Now |
know what no angel knows Yodel

Sometimes | write a filk because I just admire the I can hear my shield mates tolling of the Battles
song itself. The music of Don Walser will always ~_ daysreteling ) L o
be connected to fond memories of childhood 'TA OITTEGEO xAd11 A£E@ | 0O
roadtrips with my father, who loved Texas swing. For the morning battles coming and soon we will
I admired Don Walser who played some of the be a runnin
blues swing on those old Texas radio stations, To the side of our esteemed liege and knights
and was mostly known for his yodeling. 4EAOAS O A hedse ks we furh dowr for O

the evening
Recently | discovered Slaid Cleaves covering a ATA T U 1 AAU OEA8O A DPOA
few Don Walser songs, and the coolest thir(fpr 4AEAOA AET 80 11 AAOOAO I E
me) was Slaid sang it in my key. So | HAD to learn shieldman
OEA Oilich AOAT OEIT OCE )6(¢C) 060 AO Ai 1T OA AO Ui O EAIC C
in yodeling and it is very difficult for me. After free
hearing the Slaid Cleves version, a filk came to me
AOT 1 A o611 c Al OEOI AR 04 A¢Yodel
knew this could in NO way be a period piece. So Vi A L ACEIT OEEAI Al Al )&

my muse completely changed the lyricsnot even

the story is the same. when it comes the e to hold a good hard line

) AAT 1 AAA OAiI ) AAT OAEA
AOAAE OAI
Legion Shieldman and tonight I will drink the mead keg dry
"AOAA i1 O4A@AO 41D (A1 ___ _ Finishwith Free yodel
| was 20 years old WCVZTI | entered my first shield One last style version of filking | will mention is a

filk of an original SCA song (yes we are all@d to
intheeastof T OOAT OA AT 1 606 Uid@thagtgo)) kreverence has always been a part
) 6 OA AAAT DPAI T ET ¢ AOGAO © e FCA Thejfollofingxfikising exception. I6 £ A

ground will let the song writer tell the rest. Heregyth
Ketilsdottir indulges me by performing her filk of
| done wore it down and broke it long ago Master Hector of the Black Height's iconic,
| can do more on the wall than | can in some ole patriotic song of Ealdormere, "Rise". Done at the
pick up bardic circle after a wedding recently in the

A . . .. . .. . . Baronyof Jararvellir. Recorded on December 5,
AT A OEA ATTDAT U EO AAOQdp®usifg alFib Vided Caméoldér. By Heregyth
Im a Legion Shieldmaand | bet my bottom dollar Ketilsdottir w/great indebtedness to Master

OEAO xA Eil A OEA 1 ETA A8 oheBlacksieight. 1 sy eeEo0A o6

yi A, ACEI T OEEAI Al AT ) ywv_v.)@gguge.qz[ﬂlwqc!§?¥=PXOIFiEv?OQ
when it come the time to hold a good hard line h %miz irthol
)y AA1 1 AAA OAI ) AAT OAEATh8Rot e;i‘""'f%'r‘% "éaﬁyo%ﬁ"ﬂ‘pﬁcq A Oi
Where the wind blows free
The harvest ground into a flour came to the bakery

2<
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I will mix a dough and knead you
Then a feast shall come to be Chorus
On the baking bricks, a dden loaf shall rise
For many years, I've been a baker

Chorus: Mixed a ton of dough
Rise, rise, O rise! | have the knowledge in my hands to knead and
With the oven's heat to warm you punch and throw
And a bread pan as your guide You're a lump of clay that's ready
With the grain's strength in your gluten For my art to strike its blow

And the yeast bubbles inside But it's up to you to know how high to rise

You'll be supper in my future

And I'll butter you with pride Chorus
You'll be gand
You'll be crusty Now hear the words of northern folk
You shall rise In hall and keep and field

You are the feast hall's pleasure
A crusty bread sustains the people You're the crust our hands will wield
In the glade and glen You're the lifeblood, you're the staple
The crystal waters mixed with yeast and salt and Of our diet in Northshield
flour and then While my baking oven stands, the bread shall rise
You will hunger for your destiny
A bread dough's last amen Chorus
But before you greet the oven, you shase Chorus again in overdramatized slow tempo
FinalWords./ EAU OEAOG6 O Alil ) ETT x AAI OO xOEOET C Z£EI EOS8
AAAAOOA EO6O0 &£O0T h OIiT A xEIl 1 EEA xEAO Ul §makeit OT I A

bawdy, silly, serious, a love song or a sing along. But WRITE. | have found the more | write the easier it is
to hear my muse. And it is YOUR muse, enjoy it. For me nothing beats the pleasure | have when [ finish a
song and start to learn itfweaking it as | go to fit the meter. The bottom line is you really write for yourself,
from your heart, and not for the approval of others.

Every bard should have a song book. It is unrealistic and time consuming, to expect you to write every song
you perform yourself. | have added some links to existing songs and song books. Some are filks ,some are
originals. | hope you find these helpful.

Feel free to contact me with questions:

wsklywbit2@yahoo.com

Links and Sources

www.odins-qgift.com/mp3/heathenmusic.htm

www.facebook.com/groups/bardicarts/

http://www.interfilk.org/interfilk/filk.htm (includes lists of filk conventions)

Lewis, Lisa A.The Adoring Audience: Fan Culture and Popular Medid992 Print. ISBND415078202

2
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join us in Shelby Forest on the weekend of October 12. More information available at

Shameless Plug:
www.greyniche.net
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This is the solution to
the Puzzle in Last
Months Clouded Issue
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http://www.greyniche.net/
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Find next an article on Heraldry presented by Mist ress Falada:
HERALDRY ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS

WHAT'S MY PERSONNA?

This game was origionally devised by the Barony of Grey Niche. It is run Like
the old What's My Line television show. Everyone 48 asked to wnite a shont
personna bloghaphy | one-two paraghaphs). Tnformation such as year of birth, country,
ete. needs to be included, as well as cwuient Likes and dislikes. (1s the person a
fighten? An officen?). The sheets are handed out randomly, and each person then takes
a turn acting out another person's personna. The group askes yes/no questions and
tries to quess who 48 being portrayed. This game 48 a good way to get to know the
people in your own ghoup.

Anothen version can be played with actual historic biographies, such as Henny VITT,
on mythical persons such as King Anthur.

TWISTER

This 4is the same game we grew up with in the sixties, with a twist. At several
Glaedenfeld Twelfth Nights this game was played. 1§ you have access to an ofd
twistern boand, that s great. 1§ you don'Zt, one can be made out of ofd sheets. We
made. ours using the basic heraldrnic colorns and two metals. To play, the person
calling out the moves uses heraldric Language: "sinisten foot argent", "dexter hand
gules". Not only does this game familiarnize people with basic Language, it can
also help yourn fdghterns build dexterity.

TRIVIAL FORSOOTHS

Yet another game developed in Glaedenfeld, it is a take off of the board game.
A committe can be set up to research questions, on everyone in the group can be
asked to submit suggestions. The game s played with teams and a blackboard is wsed
instead of a game board. Questions can be divided into categories or drawn ravidomly.
The finst team to get five questions correct, or one 4in each category correct, wins.

JEOPARDY

Grey Niche used the same type format as the gameshow for a SF convention. They
even built a board. The questions can be obtained in the same manner as discribed
An TRIVIAL FORSOOTHS. A black board can be used .instead of a wooden frame. And of
cowwse, those playing are given the answer, ie "Gules", with the nesponce being,
"What is the heraldic term fon ned?" Coming up with the questions can be as much
pun as playing the game. Maybe a prize could be offered for best question, as weld
as gon highest score.

THE THREE MINUTE HERALD

This 48 the brain-child of our Local pwwsuivant, the HonorablLe Lord Colin
MacBrayen. Every meeting, Lord Colin falks about heraldry with the help of his
"Lovely Assistant" the HonorablLe Lady Adrnianna Stothard and a §&4p board. He
stanted his inst talk at the very begimning with "What does SCA stand for?"
and falked fon three minutes, AL his buzzer on his watch went off. Then he
stopped. Right in the middle of the sentence. 1t was s0 popular that the people
in the group cheered him to go on with his talk. At the next meeting he just picked
up where he Legt off. Lond Colin 48 about to change the title to the FIVE MINUTE
HERALD, due to 4its popularity.
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